
 

For Immediate Release 
 
Elected Officials, Community Leaders and An Overflow Crowd Attend Laurie-Anne 
Sayles’ Kick-off for Gaithersburg City Council 
 
Longtime Gaithersburg Resident, Activist and Community Leader, Laurie-Anne Sayles, 
Kicks-off her Candidacy for Gaithersburg City Council: “Leadership with Vision.” 
  
July 31, 2017 (Gaithersburg, MD).  
On Sunday July 30, 2017 the kick-off for the campaign of Laurie-Anne Sayles for Gaithersburg 
City Council was held at the Barking Mad Cafe. The early evening affair was attended by several 
elected officials, community leaders and a crowd in excess of a hundred who heard Sayles speak 
about being a voice for Gaithersburg residents. 
 
"I am a compassionate leader with vision," Sayles declares.  "My vision for Gaithersburg is a 
City that informs and engages its residents, preserves and acknowledges our historic roots, 
celebrates our differences, nurtures our environment, and embraces our growth. I am running for 
City Council because I want Gaithersburg to be the best place for our residents to live, for our 
businesses to grow, and for our students to learn,” said Sayles.  
  
To be a credible candidate, a person has to have the ability to appeal to a cross section of people 
and to people in all phases of the economic spectrum.  This is first done by being a neighbor and 
a resident.  Sayles has done that.  Sayles is on a first name basis with many Gaithersburg 
residents and has been so for years.  “My campaign has received support and volunteers from 
every nationality, race and religion.  That fact speaks to the broad based support the campaign is 
receiving,” said Sayles. 
 
To be an effective council member you need to know the job.  "I know the job.  I can do the job.  
I will work in consensus with my council colleagues to do the job.  Gaithersburg residents 
deserve a representative that will be ready on day one,"said Sayles.  
  
In attendance for this fundraiser were elected officials Montgomery County Councilmember 
Roger Berliner, State Senator Roger Manno, Delegate Charles Barkley, Delegate Jheanelle 
Wilkins, Dr. Judy Docca, Montgomery County Board of Education, and Rockville City Council 
Member Julie Palakovich Carr, and several members of the Montgomery County Democratic 
Central Committee. Community leaders included (Leigh Henry,  Laurie and Steve Augustino, 
Jennifer Russel, Paul Hlavinka, and representatives from Action in Montgomery (AIM), CASA 
in Action, Emerge-MD, Montgomery County Commission for Women, and National 
Organization for Women (MONTGOMERY COUNTY CHAPTER). 
 
"This is your time, the people feel it and we see it, you are Gaithersburg's future Laurie -Anne 
Sayles", says Dr. Judy Docca, long serving board of education member. 
 
"Laurie - Anne is a passionate advocate for our community, students and schools. We've worked 
together on a number of issues, from school overcrowding, to connecting our students to 



 

meaningful career-readiness opportunities, and ensuring students have access to quality 
enrichment and afterschool programs.  She'll bring that same enthusiasm and drive to the work 
she'll face as a member of Gaithersburg City Council" said Laurie and Steve Augustino 
 
“In order to have a strong community, with exceptional services and unique programs for 
residents of all ages, we need to cultivate a strong tax base, attract and retain the right mix of 
businesses and develop regional partnerships.  Laurie-Anne understands this and has experience 
developing relationships with the community and decision makers to work successfully in these 
areas. She will be an asset to the Gaithersburg City Council,” said Jennifer Russel, former 
member of the city of Gaithersburg planning commission.  
 
Laurie-Anne is a former board member of the Montgomery County Community Action Board 
(the County’s anti-poverty advocacy board) appointed by County Executive Isiah Leggett.  A 
long-serving member of the PTA and NAACP Parent Council Liaison for the Gaithersburg High 
School community, Laurie-Anne advocated for smaller class sizes, school construction funding 
and access to affordable college and career preparedness education.  Her passion for improving 
access to opportunity led to her recruitment to represent Gaithersburg's cluster schools as a 
member of the MCPS Roundtable on Gaithersburg Cluster Overcrowding. As a member of the 
task force, she assisted in making recommendations to address overcrowding in area schools, 
especially at the elementary school level.  Additionally, Laurie-Anne previously served as an 
appointed member of the Gaithersburg Education Enrichment Committee, working with 
colleagues to allocate grant funds to meet the diverse educational needs of City of Gaithersburg 
students attending schools in Gaithersburg. 
 
Laurie-Anne is committed to providing opportunities that will help every resident reach their 
greatest potential! 
 
For more information on Laurie-Anne's campaign events, policy issues, and biography, please 
visit http://www.laurieannesayles.com/ 
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